
SESSION OF 1921. 

No. 123 

AN ACT 

To amend sections one, two· and nine of, and to add section nine-A 
to, the act, approved the twelfth day of June, one thousand 
nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Lmvs, four hundred and 
seventy-one), entitled "An act providing f.or the establishment 
and maintenance of boards of health in boNug,hs and townships 
of the first class, and defining their powers and duties; pro
viding for the appointment of members of $uch boards of henlth 
by the president of the borough councils, or by the chairman 
of the board of commissioners of such townships; providing for 
tlre election of a secretary and a health officer; providing that 
the Commissione•r of Health may take charge of the administra
tion of health laws in any borough or t)'.Jwnship of the first 
class, when conditions therein, in his opinion, constitute !l 
menace to the liv-es or health of the people living outside the 
corporate limits of such borough or township of the first class .. 
or when it may be known to him that such boro\1gh or town
ship of the first class is without an existing- or efficient boaril of 
.health; and providing the manner in wllich the expenses of 
boards of health or of the Commissioner of Health, incurred in 
administering health laws in any borough or township of the 
first class, shall be paid" ; by authorizing the council of c•ach 
borough and the commissioners of each first class township to 
appoint the membe1·s of the board of health, or in lieu thereof 
a health offi.cer with the powers and dutie$ of such boards; re
quiring all health office.rs to ]}e experienced :in public health work 
and to be oertified to by the Secretary of Heulth; authorizing 
such boroughs and townships to cooperate with. the county and 
the •State Department of Health in th~ administration and 
enforcement of health laws. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., 'l'hat section one of 
the act, approved the twelfth day of June, one thou
sand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, four 
hundred and seventy-one), entitled ''An act providing 
for the establishment and maintenance of boards of 
health in boroughs and townships of the first class, and 
defining their powers and duties; providing for the 
appointment of members of such boards of health by 
the president of the borough council$, or by the chair
man of the board of commissioners of such townships; 
providing for the election of a secretary and a health 
officer; providing that the Commissioner of Health 
may take charge of the administratjon of health laws 
in any borough or township of the first class, when 
conditions therein, in his opinion, canstitute a menace 
to the lives or health of the people living outside the 
corporate limits of such borough or township of the 
first class, or when it may be known to him that such 
borough or township of the first class is without an 
existing or efficient board of health; and providing the 
manner in which the expenses of boards of health or of 
the Commissioner of Health, incurred in administering 
health laws in any borough or township of the first 
class, shall be paid," is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
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LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That [a board of 
health shall be established and maintained in each 
borough and township of the first class in this Com
monwealth, within three months after the passage of 
this act.] the administration of the health laws in 
boroughs and first class townships shall be enforced 
by a board of health, or by a health officer or officers, 
as the case may be, appointed by the borough council 
or township commissioners. 

Where borough council or to.wnship commissioners 
elect to appoint a health officer or officers, the said 
health officer or officers shall have the same powers 
and duties, and exercise the same authority, as is now 
prescribed for boards of health in boroughs and first 
class townships. All health officers, whether appointed 
by boards of health or by borough council or town
ship commissioners, shall have had some experience 
or training in zniblic health work in accordance with 
rules and regulations established by the iµ,dvisory 
heaUh board; and such health officers shall not enter 
upon the verformance of their du,ties until they are 
certified so to do by the Secretary of Health of the 
State Depat·tment of Health. 

Section 2. That section two of said act is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 2. Where the borowgk cowncil or toicnship 
commissioners decide to appoint a [The] board of 
health said board shall be composed of five members, 
at least one of whom shall be a reputable physician of 
not less than two years experience in the practice of 
his profession. The members of the board I of health] 
shall be appointed by the [president of the] borough 
council or [councils or by the chairman of the board 
of commissioners of such] township commissioners. 
At the first appointment, one member shall be appoint
ed to serve for one year, one for two years, one for 
three years, one for four years, and one for five years; 
and thereafter one member shall, in like manner, be 
appointed each year, to serve for five years. The mem
bers of the board of health shall [be residents of the 
municipality for which they are appointed and shall] 
serve without compensation: Provided, however, If 
any member of the board shall be elected to the office 
of secretary, he shall be entitled to receive a salary, 
fixed by the board for that office. 

Section 3. That section nine of said act is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 9. It shall be the duty of the board of 
health m· apvointed health officer or officers to submit 
annually, to the r councils] council or township com
missioners, before the commencement of the fiscal 
year, an estimate of the probable expenditures of the 
board during the ensuing year; and [councils] council 
or the township commissioners shall then proceed to 



SESSION OF 1927. 

make such [appropriation] appropriations [thereto] 
as may be necessary ; and the said board of health, 
health officer, or officers, shall, in the month of January 
of each year, submit a report, in wrHing, to [councils] 
council or the township commissioners of its [opera
tions] appropriation and expenditl(res for the preced
ing year, together with such other information on sub
jects relative to the sanitary conditions or require
ments of the borough or township as may be necessary, 
and [councils] council or township <Jommissioners shall 
publish the same in their official jaurnal. 

Section 4. That the said act is hereby amended by 
adding thereto the following section: 

Section .9-A. Any borowgh or first class township 
rnay cooperate with the county, or with any city in the 
county in which sitch borottgh or forst class township 
is located, as well as with the State Departnient of 
Health, in the adniinistratfon G111,d enforcement of 
health laws. 

APPROVED-The 7th day of April, A. D. 1927. 

No. 124 

AN ACT 

JOB:N S. FISHER 

'l'o provide for the care and treatment of the indigent insane of 
the several counties of the Commonwealth, in the State and 
semi-State hospitals for the insane. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., 'l'hat the expense of 
the care and treatment of the indigent insane, whether 
<'hronic or otherwise, in the State and semi-State 
hospitals for the insane, is hereby fi:it.ed at the uniform 
rate of three dollars per week for each person, includ
ing clothing, chargeable to the respective county or 
poor district from which such insane ·person shall come, 
and the excess over said three dollar$ per week shall be 
paid by the State; but in no case shall said excess ex
ceed three dollars per week for ea<.:h indigent insane 
person. 

APPROVED-The 7th day of Aprill A. D. 1927." 

No. 1.25 

AN ACT 

JO][N S. FISHER 

Authorizing boroughs to levy and collect jl special tax for the 
purpose of lighting the streets, highwa~s, and other public 
places. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That the burgess and 
council, or town council, of each of the several bor
oughs of this Commonwealth, are authorized to levy 
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